Annual Activity Report 2024-2025 Research Committee on Comparative Gender Studies
International Comparative Literature Association (ICLA)

1. New by-laws: At our Annual Business Meeting at ACLA, May 31, 2024 we continued to
discuss the need for a new position of graduate student officer, which was proposed last year. We
are in the process of revising our by-laws to implement this position for the 2026 ACLA. We do
not know yet, if we will be able to provide membership to ICLA for the graduate student officer.

2. Elected Officers

New officers for the term 2025-2028, organized following the procedure described in the by-
laws, will be confirmed prior to ICLA 2025.

Current Positions and Officers: President/Chair: Tegan Zimmerman, Saint Mary’s University and
Mount Saint Vincent University (Canada); Vice President: Jordana Greenblatt, University of
Toronto and York University (Canada); Secretary: Elizabeth Richmond-Garza, University of
Texas at Austin (United States): Elected Executive Board Members: Hector Garcia, Loyola
University Chicago (United States), Pierre Zoberman, Sorbonne Paris Nord, (France); Melanie
Heydari, Barnard College, Columbia University (United States).

3. Annual Business Meetings

The ICLA Comparative Gender Studies Committee held an annual business meeting in May
2025 virtually at the ACLA. In line with its open-door policy, our business meeting at ACLA was
advertised in the ACLA programme booklet.

We also meet via Zoom typically two to three more times throughout the year. These meetings
typically take place in October, June/July, and/or January to wrap-up from ACLA and plan for
future meetings such as ICLA 2025. We plan to meet again in September 2025.

4. Committee-Sponsored Programmes

ICLA Comparative Gender Studies Committee sponsored a two day seminar at the Sorbonne
Nouvelle University in Paris (October 2024) titled Queer Contemporaneities: Anachronism and
Gender, organized by Pierre Zoberman and Melanie Heydari.

Programme:

Contemporanéités Queer: Anachronisme, Genre et Sexualité

Vendredi 11 octobre 2024

9h00. Accueil des participants. Petit-déjeuner



9h30 :
Ouverture des journées.

Problématiques (P. Zoberman et M. Heydari)

10h15-12h30.
Panel 1. Le paradigme antique

Michel Briand (U. de Poitiers), « Queer Classics : temporalités tordues, littérature grecque
ancienne et réactivations troubles »

Marie-Pierre Harder (U. Lyon 2-Lumiére), « Against Straight Interpretation, ou comment
(se)désorienter (dans) le passé. Entre “hétéro-temporalité” et “lignes de désir” : réviser
les études comparatistes grace aux temporalités queer »

Megan Wines (Loyola U., Chicago), « Men Out of Time: Pseudepigraphy, Masculinity, and
Anachronism in Ancient Jewish and Christian Apocalypse »

12h30-14h00 : Déjeuner
Apres-midi
14h00-15h30

Panel 2 : Penser ’ceuvre et la vie

Zaccary Haney (Loyola U., Chicago), « Wrong Audiences, Irrelevant Questions: A Consideration
of Queer Historiographical Silence »

Julie Oliveira da Silva (USN, CERC), « De la modernité a la contemporanéité : enjeux d’analyse
de la poésie sapphique vingtiémiste luso-brésilienne »

15h30-16h00 : Pause-café
16h-17h30

Panel 3 : Anachronisme et décentrement

Noemi Linardi (USN, CERC), « De hunta a Moe Khansa : anachronismes gueer dans les
productions littéraires et artistiques arabes modernes »



Tegan Zimmerman (Mount Saint Vincent University), « Histories of Lives (Un)lived: The
Daughter’s Tale in Contemporary Caribbean Women’s Historical Fiction »

20h: Diner festif

Samedi 12 octobre 2024

Matin

9h00 : Petit-déjeuner

9h30-10h30 : Réunion du comité (ouvert aux participant.es intéressé.e.s)

10h30-12h45

Panel 4 : Transgenre et modernité

Pamela Caughie (Loyola U., Chicago), « Man into Woman, the life narrative of Lili Elbe »

Flavia Criscione (U. of Milan, « La Statale ») et Graziana Marziliano (U. of Piemonte Orientale),
« Orlando: queer temporality and practices in Virginia Woolf (1928) and Paul B.
Preciado’s (2023) work »

Stefania Lodi-Rizzini, « Anachronisme et queer : Le sujet transgenre a I'épreuve de I'histoire. »

12h45-14h00 Déjeuner

Apres-midi

14h00-16h00

Table ronde et discussion générale — Synthese et perspectives



ACLA Meeting, May 31-June 1, 2025

Intersectional Crip Theory: (Re)presenting Intersections of Illness, Disability, and Madness with
Gender and Sexuality, organized by Tegan Zimmerman and Jordana Greenblatt, chaired by
Elizabeth Richmond Garza and Jordana Greenblatt

Papers

The Sun’s Special Kindness and Paradise Behind the Clouds: Queerness, Disability, and
Speculative Externalization of a Loving Self

Authors: Weston Richey (weston.richey@utexas.edu, The University of Texas at Austin)
Pig Tales : Crip and Fat Studies in France
Authors: Kaliane Ung (khu3@pitt.edu, University of Pittsburgh)
Either This Wallpaper or Wilde: Victorian Biopolitics at 13 Rue des Beaux Arts
Authors: Elizabeth Richmond-Garza (emrg@austin.utexas.edu, UT Austin)
Diagnostic Self-Fashioning: Writing the Self Through Disability
Authors: Zoé Burgard (zoe.burgard@yale.edu, Yale University)
“Wild Always Wins”: Feral Creatures, (Dis)ability, and Crip Kinship in Rivers Solomon’s Texts

Authors: Corinna Wolters (corinnawolters4@gmail.com, Westfdlische Wilhelms-
Universitit Miinster (University of Miinster))

Queer Crip Intimacies and the Monstrous in Julia Armfield’s Our Wives Under the Sea and
Dominic Mitchell’s In The Flesh

Authors: Irene Pagano (irene.pagano@student.uva.nl, Universiteit van Amsterdam
(University of Amsterdam))

Generative Frictions: Cripping Medical Illustration
Authors: Drew Danielle Belsky (ddbelsky@yorku.ca)
“Lifting Belly”: Doing Queer and Trans, Neurodivergent Circus with Gertrude Stein

Authors: Jordana Greenblatt (jmgreenblatt@gmail.com, York University)

ICLA, 2025 — Seoul, Korea, 28 July — 1 August 2025:



TOPIC: Precarious Mediations: Queer Bodies in Virtual Spaces, Chair, Elizabeth Richmond
Garza. We are currently pursuing making this seminar completely virtual as travel logistics and a
lack of clear communication from the conference organizers are making attendance for several
participants difficult.

Future meetings

Revolution and Resurgence: Feminist Publishing, November 28-29, 2025, Mount Saint Vincent
University, organizer: Tegan Zimmerman

ACLA 2026, TBD.

5. Publications

The members of the ICLA Comparative Gender Studies Committee contribute widely to journals
and books and many of those publications are peer reviewed.

Our committee has a forthcoming special issue (based on our ACLA 2023 theme of (Re-
en)gendering Intertextuality) of the journal Intertexts. The issue edited by Pierre Zoberman will
be published by August 31, 2025.

We also have a CFP currently open for a special issue of the journal Atlantis: Critical Studies in
Gender, Culture and Social Justice that is based on our ACLA 2025 and ICLA 2025 seminars,
titled Disability, Divergence and Creative Expression, edited by Jordana Greenblatt and Drew
Belsky. See here for details.

6. Website

The Committee’s webpage on the ICLA website can be found here:
https://www.ailcicla.org/committee-on-gender.

Respectfully submitted June 5, 2025 by Tegan Zimmerman, President


https://atlantisjournal.ca/index.php/atlantis/callforpapers

