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Annual report of the AILC/ICLA Research Committee on Literary Theory, 2024 
 
1. Annual workshop.  
 
The annual workshop of the Research Committee on Literary Theory was held at the Leibniz 
Center for Literary and Cultural Research in Berlin, 20-21 October 2023, in cooperation with 
EXC 2020 “Temporal Communities: Doing Literature in a Global Perspective”. The 
convenors were committee members Zaal Aronikashvili (ZfL) and Susanne Strätling (FU 
Berlin/EXC 2020). The topic of our meeting was “Tropes of Theory”. Fourteen papers were 
given in panels of three to four speakers over two days. The meeting was also attended by a 
local participants. The programme is reproduced at the end of this report. 

 

2. Business meeting, held 21 October 2023. As stated in the Minutes, two options were 
discussed for the 2024 meeting of the Committee. In the event, it unfortunately not being 
possible to hold the meeting in Delhi as originally planned, the Committee will now be 
meeting in Zurich at the end of January 2025. The topic of the meeting will be "A Bestiary of 
Literary Theories”. 
 
 
The Minutes of the business meeting follow: 
 
 
 
  ICLA Research Committee on Literary Theory  

  
Business meeting, 21 October 2023, ZfL Berlin  

  
Minutes  

  
1. Attendance  

• Present: Robert J.C. Young (president), Stefan Willer (secretary), Zaal 
Andronikashvili, Natalya Bekhta, Rok Benčin, Marco Caracciolo, Divya Dwivedi, 
Davide Giuriato, Maya Kesrouani, Xiaofan Amy Li, Ivana Perica, Susanne Strätling.   

• Proxies: Marco Caracciolo for Karin Kukkonen; Divya Dwivedi for Woosung Kang; 
Stefan Willer for Alexandre Gefen; Robert Young for Anne Duprat.   

• Absent without proxies: Tiphaine Samoyault, Elisabeth Weber.   
2. Approval of the minutes of the 2022 Tbilisi meeting   

The minutes are approved.  
3. Matters arising from the minutes  

None.   
4.   Reports of the chairperson (R. Young), the secretary (S. Willer), and the web 

manager (N. Bekhta)  
R. Young informs the committee that next ICLA business meeting will be held in January 
2024.   
N. Bekhta invites everyone to provide her with information for the committee website;  
R. Young thanks her for taking on the position as web manager.   
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5. Review of current membership   
• Outgoing: None.   
• Re-election: Alexandre Gefen: not re-elected. He will be informed by R. Young.   
• Note for next business meeting: In 2024, four members will be reaching the end of 

their 2nd terms (including president and secretary), and eight members will be up for 
re-election. For details, see the membership list below.  

6. Discussion on new members  
• New candidate: Ábel Tamás (Department of Comparative Literature and Cultural 

Studies at ELTE University, Budapest, proposed by Susanne Strätling). In an open 
vote, A. Tamás is accepted unanimously as new committee member. He will be 
informed by R. Young.   

• Note for next business meeting: All members are asked to consider new nominations.  
Special attention should be given to theoretical and regional diversity.  

7. Workshop 2024  
Divya Dwivedi offers to host the 2024 workshop at the Indian Institute of Technology,  
Delhi. For co-funding she will be supported by Xiaofan Amy Li. The targeted date is  
March 2024, an alternative could be a date between late August and early October 2024. 
D. Dwivedi will be contacting committee members soon about the exact scheduling. Also 
the workshop topic will be determined.   
As a fallback option, Davide Giuriato offers to host the workshop in Zurich.   
Further workshops:  
• The 2025 workshop will take place at the XXIV ICLA Congress in Seoul, Korea (28 

July – 1 August 2025).   
• For following workshops, there are offers from Rok Benčin (Ljubljana) and Xiaofan 

Amy Li (London).   
8. Publications   

• Berlin workshop, 2017: contributions have been sent to Arcadia for review.   
• Macau workshop, 2019: special issue of Parallax will be out in due course.   
• Paris workshop, 2022: special issue of Neohelicon will be out in due course.  
• Tbilisi workshop, 2023: Divya Dwivedi expresses interest in looking into publication.   
• This year’s workshop: Zaal Andronikashvili and Susanne Strätling as organizers will 

explore options for publication.    
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Membership of the Literary Theory Committee of the ICLA (as of 22 October 2023)  
  
President: Robert J.C. Young, USA (2nd term: 2021-2024)  
Secretary: Stefan Willer, Germany (2nd term: 2021-2024)   
  
Regular Members:  
Zaal Andronikashvili, Georgia/Germany (1st term: 2021-2024)  
Natalya Bekhta, Ukraine/Finland (1st term: 2023-2026; web manager)  
Rok Benčin, Slovenia (1st term: 2022-2025)  
Marco Caracciolo, Belgium (1st term: 2022-2025)  
Anne Duprat, France (2nd term: 2021-2024)  
Divya Dwivedi, India (2nd term: 2021-2024)  
Davide Giuriato, Switzerland (1st term: 2023-2026) 
Woosung Kang, Korea (2nd term: 2023-2026)  
Maya Issam Kesrouani, UAE (1st term: 2021-2024)  
Karin Kukkonen, Norway (1st term: 2021-2024)  
Xiaofan Amy Li, UK (1st term: 2021-2024)  
Ivana Perica, Germany (1st term: 2021-2024)  
Tiphaine Samoyault, France (1st term: 2021-2024) Susanne 
Strätling, Germany (1st term: 2021-2024)  
Ábel Tamás, Hungary (1st term: 2025-2028)  
Elisabeth Weber, USA (1st term: 2021-2024)  
  
Outgoing in 2024: Robert J.C. Young (President), Stefan Willer (Secretary), Anne Duprat, 
Divya Dwivedi.   
Up for re-election in 2024: Zaal Andronikashvili, Maya Issam Kesrouani, Karin Kukkonen, 
Xiaofan Amy Li, Ivana Perica, Tiphaine Samoyault, Susanne Strätling, Elisabeth Weber.   
  
Honorary Presidents:   
Sowon Park, USA  
John Zilcosky, Canada  
Robert Stockhammer, Germany  
Galin Tihanov, UK  
Vladimir Biti, Austria  
Djelal Kadir, USA  
Ziva Ben-Porat, Israel  
 
 
 
 
Robert JC Young 
President 
 
Stefan Willer 
Secretary 
 
12-08-2024 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
 
 
 
Programme of Committee Meeting, Oct 20-21 2024 
 
 

  
  

 Tropes of Theory  
  
  
Annual workshop of the Research Committee on Literary Theory of the International Comparative  
Literature Association  
  
Berlin, October 20-21, 2023  
  
Venue: Leibniz Center for Literary and Cultural Research (ZfL), Pariser Str. 1, 10719 Berlin, 
Conference  
Room, 2nd Floor  
  
Convenors: Zaal Andronikashvili (ZfL) and Susanne Strätling (FU Berlin)  
  
In cooperation with EXC 2020 “Temporal Communities. Doing Literature in a Global Perspective”  
  
  
  

Program  
  
October 20  
  
10:00 Welcome  
  
10:15-12:15 Panel I: Figuring Theory  
  
Chair: Susanne Strätling  
  
Robert Young (New York University): Theory as Trope   
Divya Dwivedi (Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi): Theory and the Trope of Reading  
Rok Benčin (ZRC SAZU Ljubljana): The Miracle of Analogy and the Displacement of Concepts  
Robert Stockhammer (LMU Munich): Synecdoche and Representative Anecdote (Kenneth Burke) in  
Theory  
  
12:15 Lunch  
  
13:30-15:30 Panel II: Mining the History of Tropology  
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Chair: Natalya Bekhta (Tampere University)  
  
Amy Li Xiaofan (University College London): Illumination: The Solar Trope in Literary Theory from a  
Comparative Perspective  
Susanne Strätling (FU Berlin): Poetics as Energetics? Trajectories of Modern Literary Theory   
Anne Duprat (Université de Picardie-Jules Verne): Elegance, or: How Stylish Can Literary Theory Be?  
Maya Kesrouany (NYU Abu Dhabi): Figural Hauntings in Contemporary Arabic Literary Theory  
  
15:30 Coffee break  
  
16:00-17:30 Panel III: Reading Tropes   
  
Chair: Maya Kesrouany  
  
Stefan Willer (HU Berlin): Ties: Metaphors of Postcritique   
Woosung Kang (Seoul National University): Reading Freud Reading: How Blindness Drives Theories  
Marco Caracciolo (Ghent University): Tropes for Complexity in Literary Theory  
  
18:00 Joint dinner  
  
October 21  
  
10:00-11:30: Panel IV: PoliMcs of Tropes  
  
Chair: Anne Duprat   
  
Ivana Perica (ZfL): Polysemy of 'the Political'  
Davide Giuriato (Universität Zürich): Drastic: Breakdown of Tropes? (Jankelevitch, Abbate, Dath) Zaal 
Andronikashvili (ZfL): Small and Minor: Figures of Minority in the System of World Literature  
   
11:30 Closing remarks  
 
12.30 Business meeting 
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